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On an evening in late Augnst.,. 1979 al
few months before Iranian militants seized
the American Embassy i in, Tehran, a tall,
slim: man, slightly ‘gray at..the temples,,
would walk out the front. door of the-Teh 3
tan: - Intercontinental . Hotel, - carrying ‘a3
bright orange Lufthansa fhght 'schedule in:
his left_hand. West ta’ the:’ comer, then
south on a street called" Amn' Abad.;

If anyone checked, the passport and cre~
dit cards in his pocket would ldentxfy him ]
as an American businessman based in Eu-.-
rope, William A. Foster, representing Carv—
er Associates, a Philadelphia consulting-
firm. If authorities checked with- Pb.dadek
phia, Don Meads, president of Carver-As-;
qoctates was prepared to vouch for Foster. ;.

""" In addition to his business affairs, Meads
is active in foreign policy issues: Two years'
later,. as president. of thej: Phxladelphm A
World Affairs Council, he would host Pres-:]

ident Reagan for a ma_)or fore:gn pohcy"
address., RS &

- Only Foster wasnl: quxte rea MeadsJ
knew him as Guy W.. Rutherford,”a CIA
officer provided .“deep- cover”, by.*Carver!
Associates. ' In fact, he: wasn't. Ruthetfbrd;.
either. His real name is Vemon'-A. Cassin; a#
now-retxred ClAsofﬁcer _agtxva m dedleA

.m_,,.

The _audacxous script was written: af |

}iéadquarbers i Langley; and; ha!fa world |
away: in- Tran,’ the»- players .followed ‘their
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:terpnse, denved from CIA documeuts, pro-—
vide ‘a rares glimpse - inside- the: operatxonal
realmes of America’s mtelhgence agency. -

. To.zAmerican . ng.__papey readers:/ Abol

' Hassan Bani-Sadr was known’only as an-%

other leader-in the. Iranian: revolution, a;
small,” bespectacled. man with:a drooping’
moustache who spouted. anti-US. rhetoric’
.in tune with hJs leader Ayabollah Ruhollah

‘Khomeini..; > Sbaesida L5050 *—
,TothrCIA,‘Bani-_Sadr: :
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Declassified in Part - Sanltlzed Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/12 CIA RDP90- 00552R000707330004 9

THE WASHINGTON POST
31 January 1982

" "At the " next. intersection, Foster-
Rutherford-Cassin was picked up by a
bright; yellow sedan. whose dnver he knew
.by::ithe code pame Paquin.:Paquin was
‘Thomas Ahern, the CIA station chief in

Tehran:. ‘As- they., drove through . the city.
Cassin’delivered the message that Langley

‘wanted, to-hear: the initial contact had been
made- to"cultivate and_ recruit- Bani-Sadr,
prominent leader of the. 15-man Revolu-

«txonary Councxl as an informer or agent.

= Identified _in- - cable . traffi¢ only as
"SDLu.re-l Bani-Sadr ostensibly would be
“hired” as a paid. consultant to Carver As-
socxata, but the real purpose-would be to
secure an “extremely well-placed source in-
- side’ Khomeini’s revolution. In’ tune, Bam
Sadr was elected president of Iran. "

“ Ahern cabled the results to CIA head
quarters* “Although the meeting was brief
" there were a sufficient number of indicator
"to suggest that there may-be an opemng tl
obtam sub]ect’s cooperation. 5 T

' But-nohe. of the above wﬂl be news b
U S.-adversaries. - .

“For ‘many- months, these facts
-have been available to Soviet intel-
ligence and to anyone on the streets
'of Tehran willing to purchase a set

of i3 volumw of US secret. docu-
‘ments. -

Hundreds of hx«hly sensmve doc-
uments were captured and ‘recon-.
“structed "after the " 1979 embassy’
takeovee; then. published selectxvelyf
in ‘paperback with commentaries. in’
.‘Persnan for popular consumption. f_'_; |
;" Other documents reportedly have |
“not” been deciphered ‘or have been
withheld because they might embar--'
- rass Islamic clerics the militants sup-
port._ Although those” pubhshed do
not support ‘the more egregious con-
spitacy theories ‘of the. militants,
they have aroused Iranian distrust'of
the United States. Many Iranians

) reportedly assume’ that documents

' d&troyed would have prowded even

stronger evidence of subversnon

~ STAT

" pers and piece together hundreds of:
.documents-which had been shredded

. hours of the. assault on"Nov. 4, 1979:"

in the episode-would. respond to re-

quests for interviews. The CIA hke—J :

mse declined to comment. - "

* But the agency’s recruiting effort |
dnd have one unintended result:” it
helped drive_Bani-Sadr from power.::

s After the- embassy takeover " it]
took the ™ Iraman ‘militants ~ many
months to sort’ out'the captured pa:]

by embassy-staffers in ‘the final]

- Then the: militant-students had to
translate the papers.and figure out |
the coded meanings. By the spring of
1981, when Bani-Sadr was the mod-
erate president of Iran battling rad-,
ical clerics-for. popular support, the.
captured -U.S- documents were used:

‘in the political gtriggle against him."]



